MATERIALS AND METHODS
Twenty-eight specimens of P. ornatus were examined between March 1992 and February 1995. The fishes were caught in the Paraná River, near Porto Rico, PR. Immediately after capture, the fishes were identified and eviscerated, and the intestines were isolated and examined in Petri dishes containing a 0.65% physiological saline solution using a stereomicroscope. The isolated helminths were placed in distilled water to relax before the occurrence of death, in refrigerator or they were fixed in hot 10% formalin. Specimens for study in toto were stained with Delafield's haematoxylin or Langeron's alcoholic chloridric carmine, cleared in beechwood creosote and mounted in Canada balsam. Pieces of strobila were embedded in paraffin wax, sectioned at 5µm and stained with haematoxylin eosin. The illustrations were prepared with a drawing tube and a NIKON YS 2 microscope. Measurements are in millimeters unless otherwise indicated, with ranges followed by mean within parentheses. The holotype and some paratypes were deposited in the Instituto Oswaldo Cruz Collection (CHIOC), Rio de Janeiro, RJ, Brazil. Prevalence, intensity of infection and mean intensity of infection are used according to Margolis et al. (1982) . Freze (1965) is chiefly characterized by suckers with spines, pre-formed uterus with slightly developed lateral diverticula and reproductory organs and vitelline in the cortical region. According to Rego and Pavanelli (1992) there are two species of the genus Spasskyellina: S. lenha (Woodland, 1933) and S. spinulifera (Woodland, 1935) . Brooks (1995) presented the phylogenetic hypothesis for the Monticelliidae. In that hypothesis, S. lenha and S. spinulifera were considered sister species based on the presence of spinose suckers. Furthermore S. spinulifera was differentiated from S. lenha by having an average of 60 rather than 200 testes per proglottis, an apomorphic reduction in testes number within the Monticelliinae. Taking our study as a basis, we suggest the following improvements to that hypothesis. First, we agree that S. lenha and S. spinulifera are sister species; however, we recognize Spasskyellina as a distinct genus, and not part of Monticellia as proposed by Brooks (1995) , on the basis of two synapomorphies: (1) spinose suckers and (2) the vagina being always posterior to the cirrus sac rather than alternating irregularly anteriorly and posteriorly. This leaves Monticellia as a genus without a synapomorphy and containing only two species: M. coryphicephala and M. megacephala. Second, we consider S. lenha to be the sister species of S. spinulifera plus S. mandi n. sp., which are linked by an apomorphic reduction in number of testes. S. lenha exhibits secondary folds on the tegument of the strobila, an apparent autapomorphy for that species. Furthermore, S. spinulifera has vitellaria in the ventral rather than lateral cortex, an autapomorphy for that species, and S. mandi n. sp. has an average of 36 rather than 60 testes per proglottis, and unusually large ventral osmoregulatory ducts, both of these traits being apparent autapomorphies for the new species. S. mandi n. sp. is also characterized by excretory canals with a large diameter, approximately 0.05 mm, which is not found in the other species of the same genus. Besides, the genital pores open in the middle or slightly after the middle half of the proglottids, a characteristic which is not found in the two other species. Freze (1965) and Rego (1994) stated that a characteristic of Spasskyellina is a uterus with slightly developed lateral diverticula. However the new species presented a uterus with a well developed lateral diverticula; moreover the three species of Spasskyellina has the vagina always posterior to cirrus sac. Thus it becomes necessary to emend the generic diagnosis of Spasskyellina given by Freze (1965) to include these feature.
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